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pupils. Owing to the comparatively low attain-
ments and immature age of those who joined the
normal schools, it was necessary for these insti-
tutions to devote considerable time to general
education. It was only during the last year of the
course that it was possible for them to give the
students adequate practice in teaching in the
elementary school attached to the normal school.
Moreover, the pupils never got an opportunity
of coming into contact with the secondary schools
and the universities. The result was that they
became very much like Prussian drill sergeants,
and, although their work afterwards in the elemen-
tary schools was very thorough, it was almost
inhuman in the strictness of its discipline and the
lack of any wide cultural background.
In order to remedy this state of affairs, Dr,
Becker, formerly Minister of Education for
Prussia, introduced a scheme whereby elementary
school teachers have to pass through the entire
secondary school course, i. e., to study in a
secondary school up to the age of 19, before pro-
ceeding to a training institution. Prussia and
some other States have established Pedagogical
Academies on a denominational basis for the train-
ing of teachers of elementary schools. These are
training institutions in the real sense, and not
merely institutions for general education, though
general education is by no means neglected. The
course, which extends over a period of two years,
includes the theory and history of education, gene-
ral and applied psychology, school management,